December 2011

News and Notes
Great job and congratulations to Pete, Emily, Noah, Zack, Liza, and Eric for your promotions to the next Kyu rank. I have to say the new second yellow belts do look cool. Also congratulations to Emily, Noah, and Zack for medaling at the SKA Kids tournament in early November! You guys are awesome! Now Noah and Zack get to repeat that feat at the Adult tournament in the spring, as they will meet the age requirement for the next one.
I would like to thank everyone for their thoughts and prayers after my cardiac event in October. All the doctors can say is that I have slightly elevated blood pressure. With the help of a pill, the doctors are happy with the new pressures. They gave me a full release (much to the chagrin to Ms. Cindy) to do everything I was doing before the event.

Now down to club business:

1. Come As You Are Night is Wednesday, December 14th. As before, this is a chance to train in street clothes. Basically, how you’re dressed at 2:00 pm is what you wear in class (I hope no one sleeps late or has a pajama day that day). After training we will have the end of year pizza party. If you have any diet issues please get in touch with me or Ms Cindy. We provide pizza and soft drinks, but we’re always willing to try to accommodate special requests. (Why do I always hear Nirvana when I talk about Come As You Are Night?)
2. The next test will be Wednesday, December 21st. Those testing have already been invited. But, as always, we will still need people for one attack, so if you’re free that night, please come and join us! 
3. We’ve been asked to resurrect the annual Pollyanna. Please see Ms. Cindy to put your name in the hat, if you’re interested. We’ll draw names on Wednesday, 07 December. Gifts (no more than $10, please) will be exchanged at the pizza party the following week. So, that’s a week to get your name in the hat, followed by a week to shop. 
4. I’m finishing up the Falls Shotokan swag forms. I hope to have it done next week. We’re going to have much the same as last year – shirts and such. If there’s something in particular you’re looking for, let me know. 
5. Class vote: Christmas falls on a Sunday this year. We’re debating canceling class that Monday, 26 December. Class vote: would you want to have class that Monday night? Let us know if you’re interested or if you’ll still be enjoying the holiday spirit. Same question for Monday, 02 January. Do you want class that night? 

6. Planting the seed: the end of February will be insurance time. Please keep that in mind as you set your budgets for the New Year. It should still be $40.00 for the year.
Trivia question: What significant dates (in terms of the club) happen in November and December (one each month)? The first kyu rank to get the right two answers to Ms. Cindy will get a bonus prize at the pizza party. 
Hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving and enjoys the holiday season! 
Sensei & Ms. Cindy
